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DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS 

Pub. L. 106–159, title II, § 225, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 

1771, directed the Secretary, in cooperation with the 

States, to carry out a program to improve the collec-

tion and analysis of data on crashes, including crash 

causation, involving commercial motor vehicles and to 

transmit a report on the program and authorized ap-

propriations for fiscal years 2001, 2002, and 2003. 

§ 31101. Definitions 

In this subchapter— 
(1) ‘‘commercial motor vehicle’’ means (ex-

cept in section 31106) a self-propelled or towed 
vehicle used on the highways in commerce 
principally to transport passengers or cargo, if 
the vehicle— 

(A) has a gross vehicle weight rating or 
gross vehicle weight of at least 10,001 
pounds, whichever is greater; 

(B) is designed to transport more than 10 
passengers including the driver; or 

(C) is used in transporting material found 
by the Secretary of Transportation to be 
hazardous under section 5103 of this title and 
transported in a quantity requiring placard-
ing under regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary under section 5103. 

(2) ‘‘employee’’ means a driver of a commer-
cial motor vehicle (including an independent 
contractor when personally operating a com-
mercial motor vehicle), a mechanic, a freight 
handler, or an individual not an employer, 
who— 

(A) directly affects commercial motor ve-
hicle safety in the course of employment by 
a commercial motor carrier; and 

(B) is not an employee of the United States 
Government, a State, or a political subdivi-
sion of a State acting in the course of em-
ployment. 

(3) ‘‘employer’’— 
(A) means a person engaged in a business 

affecting commerce that owns or leases a 
commercial motor vehicle in connection 
with that business, or assigns an employee 
to operate the vehicle in commerce; but 

(B) does not include the Government, a 
State, or a political subdivision of a State. 

(4) ‘‘State’’ means a State of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Guam, 
and the Northern Mariana Islands. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 984; 
Pub. L. 105–178, title IV, § 4003(a), June 9, 1998, 112 
Stat. 395.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31101 .......... 49 App.:2301(1), 
(3)–(6). 

Jan. 6, 1983, Pub. L. 97–424, 
§ 401(1), (3)–(6), 96 Stat. 
2154, 2155. 

49 App.:2301(2). Jan. 6, 1983, Pub. L. 97–424, 
§ 401(2), 96 Stat. 2154; Oct. 
30, 1984, Pub. L. 98–554, 
§ 228(a), (b), 98 Stat. 2852. 

Before clause (1), the words ‘‘unless the context 

otherwise requires’’ are omitted as unnecessary. The 

text of 49 App.:2301(4) is omitted as unnecessary be-

cause of 1:1. The text of 49 App.:2301(5) is omitted as 

surplus because the complete name of the Secretary of 

Transportation is used the first time the term appears 

in a section. 

In clause (1), before subclause (A), the words ‘‘(except 

in section 31106)’’ are added because the source provi-

sions being restated in section 31106 of the revised title 

contain a definition of ‘‘commercial motor vehicle’’. 

In clause (4), the words ‘‘the Commonwealth of’’ are 

omitted for consistency in the revised title and with 

other titles of the United States Code. 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Par. (1)(A). Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(a)(1), inserted 

‘‘or gross vehicle weight’’ after ‘‘rating’’ and sub-

stituted ‘‘10,001 pounds, whichever is greater’’ for 

‘‘10,000 pounds’’. 

Par. (1)(C). Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(a)(2), inserted ‘‘and 

transported in a quantity requiring placarding under 

regulations prescribed by the Secretary under section 

5103’’ before period at end. 

SAVINGS CLAUSE 

Pub. L. 105–178, title IV, § 4003(h), June 9, 1998, 112 

Stat. 398, provided that: ‘‘Amendments made by this 

section [amending this section and sections 31102 to 

31104 of this title] shall not affect any funds made 

available before the date of enactment of this Act 

[June 9, 1998].’’ 

§ 31102. Grants to States 

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—Subject to this sec-
tion and the availability of amounts, the Sec-
retary of Transportation may make grants to 
States for the development or implementation 
of programs for improving motor carrier safety 
and the enforcement of regulations, standards, 
and orders of the United States Government on 
commercial motor vehicle safety, hazardous ma-
terials transportation safety, and compatible 
State regulations, standards, and orders. 

(b) MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM.— 

(1) PROGRAM GOAL.—The goal of the Motor 
Carrier Safety Assistance Program is to en-
sure that the Secretary, States, local govern-
ment agencies, and other political jurisdic-
tions work in partnership to establish pro-
grams to improve motor carrier, commercial 
motor vehicle, and driver safety to support a 
safe and efficient surface transportation sys-
tem by— 

(A) making targeted investments to pro-
mote safe commercial motor vehicle trans-
portation, including transportation of pas-
sengers and hazardous materials; 

(B) investing in activities likely to gen-
erate maximum reductions in the number 
and severity of commercial motor vehicle 
crashes and fatalities resulting from such 
crashes; 

(C) adopting and enforcing effective motor 
carrier, commercial motor vehicle, and driv-
er safety regulations and practices consist-
ent with Federal requirements; and 

(D) assessing and improving statewide per-
formance by setting program goals and 
meeting performance standards, measures, 
and benchmarks. 

(2) The Secretary shall prescribe procedures 
for a State to submit a plan under which the 
State agrees to assume responsibility for im-
proving motor carrier safety and to adopt and 
enforce regulations, standards, and orders of 
the Government on commercial motor vehicle 



Page 624 TITLE 49—TRANSPORTATION § 31102 

1 So in original. The period probably should be a semicolon. 

safety, hazardous materials transportation 
safety, or compatible State regulations, stand-
ards, and orders. The Secretary shall approve 
the plan if the Secretary decides the plan is 
adequate to promote the objectives of this sec-
tion and the plan— 

(A) implements performance-based activi-
ties, including deployment of technology to 
enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of 
commercial motor vehicle safety programs; 

(B) designates the State motor vehicle 
safety agency responsible for administering 
the plan throughout the State; 

(C) contains satisfactory assurances the 
agency has or will have the legal authority, 
resources, and qualified personnel necessary 
to enforce the regulations, standards, and 
orders; 

(D) contains satisfactory assurances the 
State will devote adequate amounts to the 
administration of the plan and enforcement 
of the regulations, standards, and orders; 

(E) provides that the total expenditure of 
amounts of the State and its political sub-
divisions (not including amounts of the Gov-
ernment) for commercial motor vehicle safe-
ty programs for enforcement of commercial 
motor vehicle size and weight limitations, 
drug interdiction, and State traffic safety 
laws and regulations under subsection (c) of 
this section will be maintained at a level at 
least equal to the average level of that ex-
penditure for the 3 full fiscal years begin-
ning after October 1 of the year 5 years prior 
to the beginning of each Government fiscal 
year.1 

(F) provides a right of entry and inspection 
to carry out the plan; 

(G) provides that all reports required 
under this section be submitted to the agen-
cy and that the agency will make the re-
ports available to the Secretary on request; 

(H) provides that the agency will adopt the 
reporting requirements and use the forms 
for recordkeeping, inspections, and inves-
tigations the Secretary prescribes; 

(I) requires registrants of commercial 
motor vehicles to demonstrate knowledge of 
applicable safety regulations, standards, and 
orders of the Government and the State; 

(J) provides that the State will grant max-
imum reciprocity for inspections conducted 
under the North American Inspection Stand-
ard through the use of a nationally accepted 
system that allows ready identification of 
previously inspected commercial motor ve-
hicles; 

(K) ensures that activities described in 
subsection (c)(1) of this section, if financed 
with grants under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion, will not diminish the effectiveness of 
the development and implementation of 
commercial motor vehicle safety programs 
described in subsection (a); 

(L) ensures that the State agency will 
coordinate the plan, data collection, and in-
formation systems with State highway safe-
ty programs under title 23; 

(M) ensures participation in appropriate 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administra-

tion systems and other information systems 
by all appropriate jurisdictions receiving 
Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program 
funding; 

(N) ensures that information is exchanged 
among the States in a timely manner; 

(O) provides satisfactory assurances that 
the State will undertake efforts that will 
emphasize and improve enforcement of State 
and local traffic safety laws and regulations 
related to commercial motor vehicle safety; 

(P) provides satisfactory assurances that 
the State will promote activities in support 
of national priorities and performance goals, 
including— 

(i) activities aimed at removing im-
paired commercial motor vehicle drivers 
from the highways of the United States 
through adequate enforcement of regula-
tions on the use of alcohol and controlled 
substances and by ensuring ready roadside 
access to alcohol detection and measuring 
equipment; 

(ii) activities aimed at providing an ap-
propriate level of training to State motor 
carrier safety assistance program officers 
and employees on recognizing drivers im-
paired by alcohol or controlled substances; 
and 

(iii) interdiction activities affecting the 
transportation of controlled substances by 
commercial motor vehicle drivers and 
training on appropriate strategies for car-
rying out those interdiction activities; 

(Q) provides that the State has established 
and dedicated sufficient resources to a pro-
gram to ensure that— 

(i) accurate, complete, and timely motor 
carrier safety data is collected and re-
ported to the Secretary; and 

(ii) the State will participate in a na-
tional motor carrier safety data correction 
system prescribed by the Secretary; 

(R) ensures that the State will cooperate 
in the enforcement of registration require-
ments under section 13902 and financial re-
sponsibility requirements under sections 
13906, 31138, and 31139 and regulations issued 
thereunder; 

(S) ensures consistent, effective, and rea-
sonable sanctions; 

(T) ensures that roadside inspections will 
be conducted at a location that is adequate 
to protect the safety of drivers and enforce-
ment personnel; 

(U) provides that the State will include in 
the training manual for the licensing exam-
ination to drive a noncommercial motor ve-
hicle and a commercial motor vehicle, infor-
mation on best practices for driving safely 
in the vicinity of noncommercial and com-
mercial motor vehicles; 

(V) provides that the State will enforce 
the registration requirements of section 
13902 by prohibiting the operation of any ve-
hicle discovered to be operated by a motor 
carrier without a registration issued under 
such section or to operate beyond the scope 
of such registration; 

(W) provides that the State will conduct 
comprehensive and highly visible traffic en-
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forcement and commercial motor vehicle 
safety inspection programs in high-risk loca-
tions and corridors; 

(X) except in the case of an imminent or 
obvious safety hazard, ensures that an in-
spection of a vehicle transporting passengers 
for a motor carrier of passengers is con-
ducted at a station, terminal, border cross-
ing, maintenance facility, destination, or 
other location where a motor carrier may 
make a planned stop; and 

(Y) ensures that the State will transmit to 
its roadside inspectors the notice of each 
Federal exemption granted pursuant to sec-
tion 31315(b) and provided to the State by 
the Secretary, including the name of the 
person granted the exemption and any terms 
and conditions that apply to the exemption. 

(3) If the Secretary disapproves a plan under 
this subsection, the Secretary shall give the 
State a written explanation and allow the 
State to modify and resubmit the plan for ap-
proval. 

(4) MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—A plan submitted by a 

State under paragraph (2) shall provide that 
the total expenditure of amounts of the lead 
State agency responsible for implementing 
the plan will be maintained at a level at 
least equal to the average level of that ex-
penditure for fiscal years 2004 and 2005. 

(B) AVERAGE LEVEL OF STATE EXPENDI-
TURES.—In estimating the average level of 
State expenditure under subparagraph (A), 
the Secretary— 

(i) may allow the State to exclude State 
expenditures for Government-sponsored 
demonstration or pilot programs; and 

(ii) shall require the State to exclude 
State matching amounts used to receive 
Government financing under this sub-
section. 

(C) WAIVER.—Upon the request of a State, 
the Secretary may waive or modify the re-
quirements of this paragraph for 1 fiscal 
year, if the Secretary determines that a 
waiver is equitable due to exceptional or un-
controllable circumstances, such as a natu-
ral disaster or a serious decline in the finan-
cial resources of the State motor carrier 
safety assistance program agency. 

(c) USE OF GRANTS TO ENFORCE OTHER LAWS.— 
A State may use amounts received under a grant 
under subsection (a)— 

(1) for the following activities if the activi-
ties are carried out in conjunction with an ap-
propriate inspection of the commercial motor 
vehicle to enforce Government or State com-
mercial motor vehicle safety regulations: 

(A) enforcement of commercial motor ve-
hicle size and weight limitations at loca-
tions other than fixed weight facilities, at 
specific locations such as steep grades or 
mountainous terrains where the weight of a 
commercial motor vehicle can significantly 
affect the safe operation of the vehicle, or at 
ports where intermodal shipping containers 
enter and leave the United States; and 

(B) detection of the unlawful presence of a 
controlled substance (as defined under sec-

tion 102 of the Comprehensive Drug Abuse 
Prevention and Control Act of 1970 (21 U.S.C. 
802)) in a commercial motor vehicle or on 
the person of any occupant (including the 
operator) of the vehicle; and 

(2) for documented enforcement of State 
traffic laws and regulations designed to pro-
mote the safe operation of commercial motor 
vehicles, including documented enforcement 
of such laws and regulations relating to non-
commercial motor vehicles when necessary to 
promote the safe operation of commercial 
motor vehicles if the number of motor carrier 
safety activities (including roadside safety in-
spections) conducted in the State is main-
tained at a level at least equal to the average 
level of such activities conducted in the State 
in fiscal years 2003, 2004, and 2005; except that 
the State may not use more than 5 percent of 
the basic amount the State receives under the 
grant under subsection (a) for enforcement ac-
tivities relating to noncommercial motor ve-
hicles described in this paragraph unless the 
Secretary determines a higher percentage will 
result in significant increases in commercial 
motor vehicle safety. 

(d) CONTINUOUS EVALUATION OF PLANS.—On the 
basis of reports submitted by a State motor ve-
hicle safety agency of a State with a plan ap-
proved under this section and the Secretary’s 
own investigations, the Secretary shall make a 
continuing evaluation of the way the State is 
carrying out the plan. If the Secretary finds, 
after notice and opportunity for comment, the 
State plan previously approved is not being fol-
lowed or has become inadequate to ensure en-
forcement of the regulations, standards, or or-
ders, the Secretary shall withdraw approval of 
the plan and notify the State. The plan stops 
being effective when the notice is received. A 
State adversely affected by the withdrawal may 
seek judicial review under chapter 7 of title 5. 
Notwithstanding the withdrawal, the State may 
retain jurisdiction in administrative or judicial 
proceedings begun before the withdrawal if the 
issues involved are not related directly to the 
reasons for the withdrawal. 

(e) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Commerce, Science and 
Transportation of the Senate an annual report 
that— 

(1) analyzes commercial motor vehicle safe-
ty trends among the States and documents the 
most effective commercial motor vehicle safe-
ty programs implemented with grants under 
this section; and 

(2) describes the effect of activities carried 
out with grants made under this section on 
commercial motor vehicle safety. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 984; 
Pub. L. 104–88, title I, § 104(a), Dec. 29, 1995, 109 
Stat. 918; Pub. L. 105–178, title IV, § 4003(b), (c), 
June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 395, 396; Pub. L. 106–159, 
title II, § 207, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1764; Pub. L. 
109–59, title IV, §§ 4106, 4307(b), Aug. 10, 2005, 119 
Stat. 1717, 1774; Pub. L. 112–141, div. C, title II, 
§ 32601(a), July 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 805.) 



Page 626 TITLE 49—TRANSPORTATION § 31102 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31102(a) ...... 49 App.:2302(a). Jan. 6, 1983, Pub. L. 97–424, 
§ 402(a), (c), 96 Stat. 2155, 
2156. 

31102(b) ...... 49 App.:2302(b), (d). Jan. 6, 1983, Pub. L. 97–424, 
§ 402(b), (d), 96 Stat. 2155, 
2156; Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. L. 
102–240, § 4002(a), (b), 105 
Stat. 2140. 

31102(c) ...... 49 App.:2302(e). Jan. 6, 1983, Pub. L. 97–424, 
96 Stat. 2097, § 402(e); 
added Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. 
L. 102–240, § 4002(c), 105 
Stat. 2142. 

31102(d) ...... 49 App.:2302(c). 

In this section, the word ‘‘rules’’ is omitted as being 

synonymous with ‘‘regulations’’. 
In subsection (a), the words ‘‘Subject to this section 

and the availability of amounts’’ are substituted for 

‘‘Under the terms and conditions of this section, sub-

ject to the availability of funds’’ to eliminate unneces-

sary words. 
In subsection (b)(1), before clause (A), the word ‘‘pre-

scribe’’ is substituted for ‘‘formulate’’ for consistency 

in the revised title. Clause (D) is substituted for 49 

App.:2302(d) to state the requirements of a plan in one 

place and to eliminate unnecessary words. In clause 

(K), the words ‘‘into law and practice’’ are omitted a 

unnecessary. In clause (O)(i), the words ‘‘highways of 

the United States’’ are substituted for ‘‘our Nation’s 

highways’’ for consistency in the revised title and with 

other titles of the United States Code. In subclause 

(iii), the word ‘‘especially’’ is omitted as unnecessary. 
In subsection (b)(3)(B), the words ‘‘Government fi-

nancing’’ are substituted for ‘‘Federal funding’’ for 

clarity and consistency in the revised title. 
In subsection (c), before clause (1), the words ‘‘type 

of’’ are omitted as unnecessary. In clause (1), the word 

‘‘leave’’ is substituted for ‘‘exit’’ for clarity and con-

sistency in the revised title. 
In subsection (d), the words ‘‘the regulations, stand-

ards, or orders’’ are substituted for ‘‘Federal rules, reg-

ulations, standards, or orders applicable to commercial 

motor vehicle safety or compatible State rules, regula-

tions, standards, or orders’’ for consistency and to 

eliminate unnecessary words. The last sentence is sub-

stituted for 49 App.:2302(c) (last sentence) for clarity. 

AMENDMENTS 

2012—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 112–141, § 32601(a)(1), amend-

ed heading generally, substituting ‘‘Motor Carrier Safe-

ty Assistance Program’’ for ‘‘State Plan Procedures 

and Contents’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 112–141, § 32601(a)(3), added par. 

(1). Former par. (1) redesignated (2). 
Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 112–141, § 32601(a)(2), redesig-

nated par. (1) as (2). Former par. (2) redesignated (3). 
Subsec. (b)(2)(I). Pub. L. 112–141, § 32601(a)(4)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘demonstrate’’ for ‘‘make a declaration of’’. 
Subsec. (b)(2)(M). Pub. L. 112–141, § 32601(a)(4)(B), 

amended subpar. (M) generally. Prior to amendment, 

subpar. (M) read as follows: ‘‘ensures participation in 

SAFETYNET and other information systems by all ap-

propriate jurisdictions receiving funding under this 

section;’’. 
Subsec. (b)(2)(Q). Pub. L. 112–141, § 32601(a)(4)(C), in-

serted ‘‘and dedicated sufficient resources to’’ after 

‘‘has established’’. 
Subsec. (b)(2)(Y). Pub. L. 112–141, § 32601(a)(4)(D)–(F), 

added subpar. (Y). 
Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 112–141, § 32601(a)(2), redesig-

nated par. (2) as (3). Former par. (3) redesignated (4). 
Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 112–141, § 32601(a)(5), amended 

par. (4) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (4) read as 

follows: ‘‘In estimating the average level of State ex-

penditure under paragraph (1)(E) of this subsection, the 

Secretary— 
‘‘(A) may allow the State to exclude State expendi-

tures for Government-sponsored demonstration or 

pilot programs; and 

‘‘(B) shall require the State to exclude Government 

amounts and State matching amounts used to receive 

Government financing under subsection (a) of this 

section.’’ 
Pub. L. 112–141, § 32601(a)(2), redesignated par. (3) as 

(4). 
2005—Subsec. (b)(1)(A). Pub. L. 109–59, § 4106(a)(1), 

added subpar. (A) and struck out former subpar. (A) 

which read as follows: ‘‘implements performance-based 

activities by fiscal year 2000;’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1)(E). Pub. L. 109–59, § 4106(a)(2), added sub-

par. (E) and struck out former subpar. (E) which read 

as follows: ‘‘provides that the total expenditure of 

amounts of the State and its political subdivisions (not 

including amounts of the Government) for commercial 

motor vehicle safety programs for enforcement of com-

mercial motor vehicle size and weight limitations, drug 

interdiction, and State traffic safety laws and regula-

tions under subsection (c) of this section will be main-

tained at a level at least equal to the average level of 

that expenditure for its last 3 full fiscal years before 

December 18, 1991;’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1)(Q). Pub. L. 109–59, § 4106(a)(3), added sub-

par. (Q) and struck out former subpar. (Q) which read 

as follows: ‘‘provides that the State will establish a 

program to ensure the proper and timely correction of 

commercial motor vehicle safety violations noted dur-

ing an inspection carried out with funds authorized 

under section 31104;’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1)(R). Pub. L. 109–59, § 4106(a)(4), aligned 

margins. 
Subsec. (b)(1)(U) to (X). Pub. L. 109–59, § 4106(a)(5)–(7), 

added subpars. (U) to (X). 
Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 109–59, § 4307(b), substituted 

‘‘paragraph (1)(E)’’ for ‘‘paragraph (1)(D)’’ in introduc-

tory provisions. 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–59, § 4106(b)(1), added subsec. 

(c) and struck out heading and text of former subsec. 

(c). Text read as follows: ‘‘A State may use amounts re-

ceived under a grant under subsection (a) of this sec-

tion for the following activities if the activities are 

carried out in conjunction with an appropriate inspec-

tion of the commercial motor vehicle to enforce Gov-

ernment or State commercial motor vehicle safety reg-

ulations: 
‘‘(1) enforcement of commercial motor vehicle size 

and weight limitations at locations other than fixed 

weight facilities, at specific locations such as steep 

grades or mountainous terrains where the weight of 

a commercial motor vehicle can significantly affect 

the safe operation of the vehicle, or at ports where 

intermodal shipping containers enter and leave the 

United States. 
‘‘(2) detection of the unlawful presence of a con-

trolled substance (as defined under section 102 of the 

Comprehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control 

Act of 1970 (21 U.S.C. 802)) in a commercial motor ve-

hicle or on the person of any occupant (including the 

operator) of the vehicle. 
‘‘(3) enforcement of State traffic laws and regula-

tions designed to promote the safe operation of com-

mercial motor vehicles.’’ 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109–59, § 4106(b)(2), added subsec. 

(e). 
1999—Subsec. (b)(1)(A). Pub. L. 106–159, § 207(1), re-

aligned subpar. (A) margins. 
Subsec. (b)(1)(R). Pub. L. 106–159, § 207(2), added sub-

par. (R) and struck out former subpar. (R) which read 

as follows: ‘‘ensures that the State will cooperate in 

the enforcement of registration and financial respon-

sibility requirements under sections 31138 and 31139, or 

regulations issued thereunder;’’. 
1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(b)(1), inserted 

‘‘improving motor carrier safety and’’ after ‘‘imple-

mentation of programs for’’ and ‘‘, hazardous materials 

transportation safety,’’ after ‘‘commercial motor vehi-

cle safety’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(b)(2), in introduc-

tory provisions, substituted ‘‘assume responsibility for 

improving motor carrier safety and to adopt and en-
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force’’ for ‘‘adopt and assume responsibility for enforc-

ing’’ and inserted ‘‘, hazardous materials transpor-

tation safety,’’ after ‘‘commercial motor vehicle safe-

ty’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1)(A) to (I). Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(c)(6), (7), 

added subpar. (A) and redesignated former subpars. (A) 

to (H) as (B) to (I), respectively. Former subpar. (I) re-

designated (J). 
Subsec. (b)(1)(J). Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(c)(6), redesig-

nated subpar. (I) as (J). Former subpar. (J) redesignated 

(K). 
Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(c)(1), substituted ‘‘subsection 

(c)(1)’’ for ‘‘subsection (c)’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1)(K) to (M). Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(c)(6), re-

designated subpars. (J) to (L) as (K) to (M), respec-

tively. Former subpar. (M) redesignated (N). 
Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(c)(2), added subpars. (K) to (M) 

and struck out former subpars. (K) to (M) which read as 

follows: 
‘‘(K) ensures that fines imposed and collected by the 

State for violations of commercial motor vehicle safety 

regulations will be reasonable and appropriate and 

that, to the maximum extent practicable, the State 

will attempt to implement the recommended fine 

schedule published by the Commercial Vehicle Safety 

Alliance; 
‘‘(L) ensures that the State agency will coordinate 

the plan prepared under this section with the State 

highway safety plan under section 402 of title 23; 
‘‘(M) ensures participation by the 48 contiguous 

States in SAFETYNET not later than January 1, 

1994;’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1)(N). Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(c)(6), redesig-

nated subpar. (M) as (N). Former subpar. (N) redesig-

nated (O). 
Subsec. (b)(1)(O). Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(c)(6), redesig-

nated subpar. (N) as (O). Former subpar. (O) redesig-

nated (P). 
Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(c)(3), inserted ‘‘in support of na-

tional priorities and performance goals, including’’ 

after ‘‘activities’’ in introductory provisions, sub-

stituted ‘‘activities aimed at removing’’ for ‘‘to re-

move’’ in cl. (i), substituted ‘‘activities aimed at pro-

viding’’ for ‘‘to provide’’ and inserted ‘‘and’’ after semi-

colon in cl. (ii), added cl. (iii), and struck out former 

cls. (iii) and (iv) which read as follows: 
‘‘(iii) to promote enforcement of the requirements re-

lated to the licensing of commercial motor vehicle 

drivers, including checking the status of commercial 

drivers’ licenses; and 
‘‘(iv) to improve enforcement of hazardous material 

transportation regulations by encouraging more in-

spections of shipper facilities affecting highway trans-

portation and more comprehensive inspection of the 

loads of commercial motor vehicles transporting haz-

ardous material;’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1)(P). Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(c)(6), redesig-

nated subpar. (O) as (P). Former subpar. (P) redesig-

nated (Q). 
Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(c)(4), added subpar. (P) and 

struck out former subpar. (P) which read as follows: 

‘‘provides satisfactory assurances that the State will 

promote effective— 
‘‘(i) interdiction activities affecting the transpor-

tation of controlled substances by commercial motor 

vehicle drivers and training on appropriate strategies 

for carrying out those interdiction activities; and 
‘‘(ii) use of trained and qualified officers and em-

ployees of political subdivisions and local govern-

ments, under the supervision and direction of the 

State motor vehicle safety agency, in the enforce-

ment of regulations affecting commercial motor vehi-

cle safety and hazardous material transportation 

safety; and’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1)(Q). Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(c)(6), redesig-

nated subpar. (P) as (Q). Former subpar. (Q) redesig-

nated (R). 
Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(c)(5)(A), substituted ‘‘sections 

31138 and 31139’’ for ‘‘sections 31140 and 31146’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1)(R). Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(c)(6), redesig-

nated subpar. (Q) as (R). 

Subsec. (b)(1)(S), (T). Pub. L. 105–178, § 4003(c)(5)(B), 

(8), added subpars. (S) and (T). 
1995—Subsec. (b)(1)(Q). Pub. L. 104–88 added subpar. 

(Q). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2012 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–141 effective Oct. 1, 2012, 

see section 3(a) of Pub. L. 112–141, set out as an Effec-

tive and Termination Dates of 2012 Amendment note 

under section 101 of Title 23, Highways. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1995 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–88 effective Jan. 1, 1996, 

see section 2 of Pub. L. 104–88, set out as an Effective 

Date note under section 701 of this title. 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS 

Except as provided in sections 14504, 14504a, and 14506 

of this title, subtitle C (§§ 4301–4308) of title IV of Pub. 

L. 109–59 is not intended to prohibit any State or any 

political subdivision of any State from enacting, im-

posing, or enforcing any law or regulation with respect 

to a motor carrier, motor private carrier, broker, 

freight forwarder, or leasing company that is not other-

wise prohibited by law, see section 4302 of Pub. L. 

109–59, set out as a note under section 13902 of this title. 

MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT 

Pub. L. 106–159, title I, § 103(c), Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 

1753, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary may not make, 

from funds made available by or under this section 

[amending section 31107 of this title, enacting provi-

sions set out as notes under this section and section 

31104 of this title, and amending a provision set out as 

a note under section 104 of Title 23, Highways] (includ-

ing any amendment made by this section), a grant to 

a State unless the State first enters into a binding 

agreement with the Secretary that provides that the 

total expenditures of amounts of the State and its po-

litical subdivisions (not including amounts of the 

United States) for the development or implementation 

of programs for improving motor carrier safety and en-

forcement of regulations, standards, and orders of the 

United States on commercial motor vehicle safety, haz-

ardous materials transportation safety, and compatible 

State regulations, standards, and orders will be main-

tained at a level at least equal to the average level of 

such expenditures for fiscal years 1997, 1998, and 1999.’’ 

STATE COMPLIANCE WITH CDL REQUIREMENTS 

Pub. L. 106–159, title I, § 103(e), Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 

1754, provided that: 
‘‘(1) WITHHOLDING OF ALLOCATION FOR NONCOMPLI-

ANCE.—If a State is not in substantial compliance with 

each requirement of section 31311 of title 49, United 

States Code, the Secretary shall withhold all amounts 

that would be allocated, but for this paragraph, to the 

State from funds made available by or under this sec-

tion (including any amendment made by this section). 
‘‘(2) PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY OF WITHHELD FUNDS.— 

Any funds withheld under paragraph (1) from any State 

shall remain available until June 30 of the fiscal year 

for which the funds are authorized to be appropriated. 
‘‘(3) ALLOCATION OF WITHHELD FUNDS AFTER COMPLI-

ANCE.—If, before the last day of the period for which 

funds are withheld under paragraph (1) from allocation 

are to remain available for allocation to a State under 

paragraph (2), the Secretary determines that the State 

is in substantial compliance with each requirement of 

section 31311 of title 49, United States Code, the Sec-

retary shall allocate to the State the withheld funds. 
‘‘(4) PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY OF SUBSEQUENTLY ALLO-

CATED FUNDS.—Any funds allocated pursuant to para-

graph (3) shall remain available for expenditure until 

the last day of the first fiscal year following the fiscal 

year in which the funds are so allocated. Sums not ex-

pended at the end of such period are released to the 

Secretary for reallocation. 
‘‘(5) EFFECT OF NONCOMPLIANCE.—If, on June 30 of the 

fiscal year in which funds are withheld from allocation 
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under paragraph (1), the State is not substantially com-

plying with each requirement of section 31311 of title 

49, United States Code, the funds are released to the 

Secretary for reallocation.’’ 

EFFECTS OF MCSAP GRANT REDUCTIONS 

Pub. L. 105–178, title IV, § 4032, June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 

419, provided that: 

‘‘(a) STUDY.—The Secretary [of Transportation] shall 

conduct a study on the effects of reductions of grants 

under section 31102 of title 49, United States Code, due 

to nonconformity of State intrastate motor carrier, 

commercial motor vehicle, and driver requirements 

with Federal interstate requirements. In conducting 

the study, the Secretary shall consider, at a mini-

mum— 

‘‘(1) national uniformity and the purposes of the 

motor carrier safety assistance program; 

‘‘(2) State motor carrier, commercial motor vehi-

cle, and driver safety oversight and enforcement ca-

pabilities; and 

‘‘(3) the safety impacts, costs, and benefits of full 

participation in the program. 

‘‘(b) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the date of 

the enactment of this Act [June 9, 1998], the Secretary 

shall submit to Congress a report on the results of the 

study. 

‘‘(c) ADJUSTMENT OF STATE ALLOCATIONS.—The Sec-

retary is authorized to adjust State allocations under 

section 31103 of title 49, United States Code, to reflect 

the results of the study.’’ 

§ 31103. United States Government’s share of 
costs 

(a) COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY PRO-
GRAMS AND ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary of 
Transportation shall reimburse a State, from a 
grant made under this subchapter, an amount 
that is not more than 80 percent of the costs in-
curred by the State in a fiscal year in develop-
ing and implementing programs to improve 
commercial motor vehicle safety and enforce 
commercial motor vehicle regulations, stand-
ards, or orders adopted under this subchapter or 
subchapter II of this chapter. In determining 
those costs, the Secretary shall include in-kind 
contributions by the State. Amounts of the 
State and its political subdivisions required to 
be expended under section 31102(b)(2)(E) of this 
title may not be included as part of the share 
not provided by the United States Government. 
Amounts generated under the unified carrier 
registration agreement under section 14504a and 
received by a State and used for motor carrier 
safety purposes may be included as part of the 
State’s share not provided by the United States. 
The Secretary may allocate among the States 
whose applications for grants have been ap-
proved those amounts appropriated for grants to 
support those programs, under criteria that may 
be established. 

(b) OTHER ACTIVITIES.—The Secretary may re-
imburse State agencies, local governments, or 
other persons up to 100 percent for public edu-
cation activities. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 987; 
Pub. L. 105–178, title IV, § 4003(d), June 9, 1998, 112 
Stat. 397; Pub. L. 109–59, title IV, § 4307(a), Aug. 
10, 2005, 119 Stat. 1774; Pub. L. 112–141, div. C, 
title II, § 32933(c), (d), July 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 830.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31103 .......... 49 App.:2303. Jan. 6, 1983, Pub. L. 97–424, 
§ 403, 96 Stat. 2156; Dec. 18, 
1991, Pub. L. 102–240, 
§ 4002(d), 105 Stat. 2142. 

The word ‘‘rules’’ is omitted as being synonymous 

with ‘‘regulations’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

2012—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 112–141, § 32933(c), sub-

stituted ‘‘section 31102(b)(2)(E)’’ for ‘‘section 

31102(b)(1)(E)’’. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 112–141, § 32933(d), struck out ‘‘au-

thorized by section 31104(f)(2)’’ after ‘‘public education 

activities’’. 
2005—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–59 substituted 

‘‘31102(b)(1)(E)’’ for ‘‘31102(b)(1)(D)’’ and inserted before 

last sentence ‘‘Amounts generated under the unified 

carrier registration agreement under section 14504a and 

received by a State and used for motor carrier safety 

purposes may be included as part of the State’s share 

not provided by the United States.’’ 
1998—Pub. L. 105–178 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a), inserted subsec. heading, inserted ‘‘improve 

commercial motor vehicle safety and’’ after ‘‘imple-

menting programs to’’, and added subsec. (b). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2012 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–141 effective Oct. 1, 2012, 

see section 3(a) of Pub. L. 112–141, set out as an Effec-

tive and Termination Dates of 2012 Amendment note 

under section 101 of Title 23, Highways. 

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS 

Except as provided in sections 14504, 14504a, and 14506 

of this title, subtitle C (§§ 4301–4308) of title IV of Pub. 

L. 109–59 is not intended to prohibit any State or any 

political subdivision of any State from enacting, im-

posing, or enforcing any law or regulation with respect 

to a motor carrier, motor private carrier, broker, 

freight forwarder, or leasing company that is not other-

wise prohibited by law, see section 4302 of Pub. L. 

109–59, set out as a note under section 13902 of this title. 

§ 31104. Availability of amounts 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (f), 
there are authorized to be appropriated from the 
Highway Trust Fund (other than the Mass Tran-
sit Account) to carry out section 31102— 

(1) $188,480,000 for fiscal year 2005; 
(2) $188,000,000 for fiscal year 2006; 
(3) $197,000,000 for fiscal year 2007; 
(4) $202,000,000 for fiscal year 2008; 
(5) $209,000,000 for fiscal year 2009; 
(6) $209,000,000 for fiscal year 2010; 
(7) $209,000,000 for fiscal year 2011; 
(8) $215,000,000 for fiscal year 2013; and 
(9) $218,000,000 for fiscal year 2014. 

(b) AVAILABILITY AND REALLOCATION OF 
AMOUNTS.—Amounts made available under sub-
section (a) of this section remain available until 
expended. Allocations to a State remain avail-
able for expenditure in the State for the fiscal 
year in which they are allocated and for the 
next fiscal year. Amounts not expended by a 
State during those 2 fiscal years are released to 
the Secretary for reallocation. 

(c) REIMBURSEMENT FOR GOVERNMENT’S SHARE 
OF COSTS.—Amounts made available under sub-
section (a) of this section shall be used to reim-
burse States proportionately for the United 
States Government’s share of costs incurred. 
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